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Ecological indicator values have been derived for the vascular
plants of the southern Aegean 1sland arc comprising Kythira,
Crete and the surrounding 1slets, the Karpathos archipelago and
Rhodos (Greece). The derivation of these values follows a modi-
fied, more objective and more universal Ellenberg approach in
evaluating the ecological amplitudes of plants. The evaluation
concerns the climatic and edaphic eco-factors light, temperature,
contmentality, moisture, soil reaction, nutrient supply and salt
tolerance.
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Details on indicator value quality are also given. 2442 taxa (spe-
cies, subspecies and a few varieties) have been classified for the
first time 1 this mannerThe set of variables provides a compact

ecological characterization of the floristic elements and brings

ecological specialization of plants to an operational mode. Vari-

ous methods of calculating average mdicator values, mdicator
values spectra and other approaches in combination with plant
or vegetation mapping would aid effective site and vegetation
classification as well as environmental monitoring. Indicator

values are valid only for the area they are defined for; with the

exception of the S Aegean continentality values which are plant

specific. Indicator values provide a useful tool for research in
theoretical as well as 1in applied sciences.
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